CHAPTER  VII

THE STUART PERIOD
1603-1640

ON the accession of James 1st the Company of
Stationers of London obtained several new pri-
vileges. The patent for printing Almanacs and
Prognostications, previously granted to James
Roberts and Richard Watkins, was transferred to
the Company, and down to the present day has
been the source of a large revenue to it. At the
same time it obtained the copyright in Primers
and Psalters, which had been held by the successors
of Day and Seres, in itself a large and profitable
business.

These works formed the basis of what was termed
the c English Stock' of the Company, which was
held by its members, according to their rank, in
shares of proportional value. It was, in fact, a
company within a company. Ballads formed an-
other stock, and about this time two others were
created, one in Latin books, by which the Company
sought to engross the whole of that trade, and an
' Irish' stock, in connection with which the printing
office in Dublin was bought by the Company, and

a royal privilege obtained for printing and import-
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